
SAPUTTIAPIK AND SAPUTTIALUIT: 
HAVE THESE ANCESTRAL HUNTING TERRITORIES UNDERGONE CHANGES OVER TIME?

Climate Change: Impacts on Inuit Hunting and Fishing card 
An Inuit hunter steps out onto the Arctic landscape, ready to begin his hunting trip. His relationship with the land has taught him 
the seasonal cycles of the animals, the fish, and the sea ice. Today, that relationship is in danger. 

The Inuit have a varied and nutritious traditional diet provided to them by the Arctic landscape and waters. Arctic char, 
belugas, caribou, muskox, narwhals, polar bears, ringed seals, walruses, and bowhead whales are some of the animals that 
provide the protein, omega-3 fatty acids, vitamins and minerals for the Inuit. These animals offer not only food but also 
valuable resources for clothing, shelter, and art. Knowledge of hunting and harvesting these animals has been passed on 
from Elders to youth for generations. 

Some of this teaching takes place on the ice. The relationship the Inuit have with the land extends to the ice. For the Inuit, ice 
is not only a place to hunt and access the ocean’s resources, but it also allows them to travel between communities and to visit 
important historical and cultural sites. The sea ice dictates the seasonal cycle that the Inuit follow, but this cyclical way of life is in 
jeopardy because of climate change.  

In recent decades, there has not been as much sea ice during the winter, and ice is being lost at alarming rates in the summer. 
Sea ice is becoming less and less thick, and the majority of sea ice cover is younger, thinner ice. Traditional hunting activities are 
becoming harder and riskier because of the effects of climate change.

There is also a longer melt season, which means that the ice break up is happening earlier and the freeze-up is happening later 
in the year. Ocean acidification and the rising temperatures of the water are having an effect on the Inuit’s ability to live in this 
territory. On land, extreme weather events and coastal erosion are impacting the homes and infrastructure in communities 
where the Inuit live. 

The Inuit are adapting to this reality by combining their own knowledge with new technologies to ensure they can continue their 
relationship with sea ice. By sharing their own observations and concerns, they are making sure that the Inuit perspective is taken 
into account in the race to understand the impacts of climate change and to protect the Arctic. For the Inuit, the survival of the 
Arctic is intertwined with their own survival. This is a race to protect homes, histories, livelihoods, and a way of life.   




