
Lesson Description 
Minds On
Students will independently explore the Ontario Parks Google Earth story and 
locate places in Ontario they have visited or may like to visit. Students will explore 
provincial and national parks.

Action 
Students will find the provincial park closest to and farthest from their hometown, 
as well as different provincial parks to measure the distance between them.

Conclusion 
Students will discuss the Ontario Parks’ mission statement.

Lesson Implementation
Minds On 
Allow time for students to explore the Ontario Parks Google Earth story on their 
own and encourage them to locate their hometown. Ask students to locate areas on 
the map that they are familiar with or have visited and have students describe how 
this map differs from other maps they have seen. What are the advantages of having 
digital maps versus a physical paper map? Remind students to focus on Ontario 
and stay within the province while exploring the map. 

Ask students what a map is (what differentiates a map from a drawing of a place), 
why maps are important and how maps are used. How have maps changed over 
time? What is the purpose of a map? What is the purpose of this map? How is the 
information displayed? Next, inform students that all maps have five key components: 
a scale, a legend, a title, a border and a compass. Ask students if they would find these 
things looking on Google Earth. What is different about Google Earth? 

Next, ask students to locate a provincial park and a national park. Explain to students 
that the main difference between a national and provincial park is that national 
parks are managed and run by the federal government and provincial or territorial 
parks are managed by the province or territory they are located in. In Ontario, there 
are seven national parks (as well as Lake Superior National Marine Conservation 
Area) and 340 provincial parks. Even though they are run and managed by different 
levels of governments, they both serve the same purpose—to preserve the natural 
landscape and provide protection to the land’s biodiversity and unique features. 

Action
Have students locate a place they have visited before, start a new map and place 
markers in Google Earth for each location a student identifies (If you want to learn 
more about creating a Google Earth Story, find instructions here). Allow time for 
some students to share why they visited these places and to identify the closest 
provincial park to the places they have chosen. Next, ask the class what they notice 
about the places students have visited. What patterns stand out? What can 

Overview  
In this activity, students will be 
introduced to Ontario Parks and learn 
how to use Google Earth to explore the 
different parks throughout Ontario. 

Subject/topic
Geography, mapping, parks

Time
75 mins

Grade Level
Grade 4 - 8 

Learning Goals
 Z Students will learn about  
and discuss the mission and 
objectives of Ontario Parks.

 Z Students will locate the Ontario 
provincial parks nearest to their 
hometown and calculate the 
distance using the Google Earth 
measurement tool.

 Z Students will learn about the 
differences between provincial 
and national parks and locate  
one of each. 

Materials
 Z Electronic device with  
internet access

 Z Ontario Parks Google Earth story
 Z Ontario Parks Mission Card 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO ONTARIO 
PARKS - GOOGLE EARTH

https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%2218ltxDSYYfaYY2iv7DkFEJ3Fq4IzKHwl8%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104620381346463144897%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D&usp=sharing
https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%2218ltxDSYYfaYY2iv7DkFEJ3Fq4IzKHwl8%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104620381346463144897%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D&usp=sharing
https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%2218ltxDSYYfaYY2iv7DkFEJ3Fq4IzKHwl8%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104620381346463144897%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D&usp=sharing
http://www.canadiangeographic.com/educational_products/activities/ontario_parks_gfm/1-Ontario_Parks_Mandate_Card.pdf


they conclude about the places students have visited and have not visited. Have a 
discussion as a class about these patterns and trends. 

Repeat this process while asking students to identify a place that they want to visit 
by reading the information provided in Google Earth and ask them to explain their 
reason. Finally, ask students to locate a provincial park they have visited or want to 
visit. Allow time for students to share their experiences during their visit or why they 
want to visit there. 

Explain to students that they are going to use their map-reading skills to calculate 
distance using the map’s scale. Ask students to identify and mark the provincial 
park closest to their home community, the provincial park farthest from their 
hometown, the largest provincial park, and the park that most students have visited. 
Ask students where these parks are located in relation to one another. 

Next, place students in pairs or small groups and have one person from each 
group measure the distance between each of these locations using Google Earth’s 
measurement tool. Have each group choose a town they have visited and calculate 
the distance from that town to each of the four locations. Encourage students 
to calculate the distance by measuring on paved roads, gravel roads, or even by 
following waterways. Once students have their calculations, ask for volunteers to 
share their calculations with the class. Encourage students to highlight some key 
features (e.g., communities, lakes, road names) along the way.

Conclusion and Consolidation
Now that students are more familiar with Ontario Parks and how to read the map, 
conclude the lesson with a class discussion about the importance of Ontario Parks. 

Read the mission and objectives from the Ontario Parks Mission Card to the class. 
Start a classroom discussion around the following questions: 

• How are the province’s natural and cultural resources protected?
• What makes Ontario Parks a system?
• Why is it important to ensure Ontario Parks remain sustainable?
• What can we do to get involved with science and research in Ontario Parks?

Inspiration, enjoyment and education are the key pillars in the Ontario Parks mission 
statement. Ask students who have visited a provincial park before to connect their 
experience in the park with one of these pillars.

Extend your geographical thinking
Send an email home to parents/guardians and ask them to share which provincial 
parks they have visited. Create a class tally and then show the data on a new Google 
Earth map. Invite parents to visit the map online by sharing the map with all families 
and have students highlight and describe the geographical patterns and trends of 
visits to Ontario Parks. 

Connection to the Canadian 
Geography Framework

Concepts of Geographic Thinking
 Z Spatial Significance
 Z Patterns and Trends
 Z Geographic Perspective

Inquiry Process
 Z Ask Geographic Questions
 Z Acquire Geographic Resources
 Z Communicate
 Z Reflect and Respond

Geospatial Skills 
 Z Foundational Elements
 Z Spatial Representations
 Z Technologies

INTRODUCTION TO ONTARIO 
PARKS - GOOGLE EARTH



Modifications
• When deciphering the map’s layers, students can do this together as a class, 

individually, or in small groups. 
• When exploring all the places students have visited, students can make a 

list of all the places they have visited prior to discussing as a class and bring 
this list with them to help with their exploring. 

• For older students, the teacher does not need to be the only one asking 
discussion questions. Have students come up with a question to ask the 
rest of the class to help learn more about Ontario Parks. 

Sources and Additional Resources
• Ontario Parks
• Ontario Parks Mission Card
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PARKS - GOOGLE EARTH

https://www.ontarioparks.com/en
http://www.canadiangeographic.com/educational_products/activities/ontario_parks_gfm/1-Ontario_Parks_Mandate_Card.pdf

