
Lesson Description 
Minds On 
Students will explore the creation of a park by learning how the first eight Ontario 
Parks were created. 

Action
Students will gain a better understanding of the complex process of establishing 
new parks and the development of a park system by locating parks on a virtual map 
and learning about the creation of certain parks in Ontario. 

Conclusion
Students will have a discussion around the role of public input in park planning and 
how this has changed over time.

Lesson Implementation
Minds On 
Explain to students that the Ontario Parks system is more than 125 years old. Allow 
time for students to briefly explore the Google Earth Ontario Parks story and, while 
they are exploring, ask students to think of how the map of Ontario has changed in 
the past 125 years. 

• How has a growing population changed the map? 
• What is different? 
• How might the labels on the map have changed? 

Brainstorm as a class, and encourage students to highlight things from the Google 
Earth story as they are sharing their ideas. Next, divide the class into eight groups. 
Assign each group one of the First 8 Parks cards, and put them into breakout rooms. 
Have them find each park on the Original 8 Ontario Parks Google Earth Story, and 
have them examine their park card to answer the following questions: 

• When was the park created? 
• How was it created? 

Explain that until 1954, only these eight parks were part of Ontario’s provincial park 
system. What do students notice about the location of these eight parks? Discuss 
similarities and differences in how the first eight parks were created.

Action
Now that students are familiar with the beginnings of the Ontario Parks system, explain 
that during the 1950s and 1960s, dramatic social and economic changes led people to 
use their newly-acquired leisure time to visit parklands. This outdoor recreation boom 
saturated the few available parks with visitors and created an outdoor recreation crisis. 
Passenger vehicles and increasing highway networks opened Ontario to tourism, but 
citizens still wanted parks to be within a reasonable distance of city centres. With 
many beach areas not free to the general public, and with an increased interest in 
conservation and outdoor recreation, it became clear that new parks needed 
to be created to satisfy the needs of the public. 

Overview  
The objective of this lesson plan is to 
highlight the growth of the Ontario 
Parks system and to learn about the 
different motivations for creating 
specific parks.  

Time
75 Minutes 

Grade Level
4-12

Learning Goals
 Z Students will learn about the  
early beginnings of the Ontario 
Parks system and the subsequent 
post-Second World War 
recreation boom. 

 Z Students will discover that  
societal trends, public input and 
lobbying, and the efforts of park 
planners all have a major impact 
on the creation of parks. 

 Z Students will understand that the 
classification of parks and the 
zoning within parks help to create  
a balanced park system.  

Materials
 Z First 8 Parks cards
 Z Park Creation cards
 Z Park Establishment List
 Z Original 8 Ontario Parks Google 
Earth Story

 Z Ontario Parks Google Earth Story 
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https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%2218ltxDSYYfaYY2iv7DkFEJ3Fq4IzKHwl8%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104620381346463144897%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D&usp=sharing
https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221cjDBoY3Y6dsn-dWsfTJWK9QN3b4oBzAs%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104620381346463144897%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D&usp=sharing
http://www.canadiangeographic.com/educational_products/activities/ontario_parks_gfm/3-First_8_Parks_cards.pdf
http://www.canadiangeographic.com/educational_products/activities/ontario_parks_gfm/3-Park_Creation_cards.pdf
http://www.canadiangeographic.com/educational_products/activities/ontario_parks_gfm/3-Park_Establishment_List.pdf
https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221cjDBoY3Y6dsn-dWsfTJWK9QN3b4oBzAs%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104620381346463144897%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D&usp=sharing
https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%221cjDBoY3Y6dsn-dWsfTJWK9QN3b4oBzAs%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104620381346463144897%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D&usp=sharing
https://earth.google.com/earth/rpc/cc/drive?state=%7B%22ids%22%3A%5B%2218ltxDSYYfaYY2iv7DkFEJ3Fq4IzKHwl8%22%5D%2C%22action%22%3A%22open%22%2C%22userId%22%3A%22104620381346463144897%22%2C%22resourceKeys%22%3A%7B%7D%7D&usp=sharing


Select a volunteer from the class and ask them to read the park names from the list 
on the Park Establishment List card. As the student is reading the names, have a 
student look at the Ontario Parks Google Earth Story and locate the park name on 
this story. Ask students the following questions: 

• What do you notice about where these parks are located? 
• What do you notice about the classifications of the parks? 
• What public need do you think the creation of these parks was helping to 

satisfy (e.g., beaches, recreation, conservation, vicinity to a city, access by car)? 

Divide students into 12 new groups. Distribute a Park Creation card to each group 
and allow time for students to locate the provincial park on the map and to review 
and discuss the information on the card and put the students into breakout rooms. 
As students are reviewing the information, encourage them to consider: 

• Who or what event was influential in their park’s creation? 
• What was the main priority for their park’s establishment: protection, 

recreation, tourism or something else? 
• Does your park’s current classification reflect the reason it was established 

as a park? 

Give students time to do this in their breakout rooms. After all of your students 
return, have members in each group share one thing they learned, either by having 
them raise their hand and sharing or by writing in the chat. They can ask each other 
questions to check for understanding and learn more about the different reasons 
parks were created. 

Conclusion and Consolidation
Explain to students that a higher priority was placed on recreation early in the history 
of Ontario Parks, but, today, recreation is balanced with other objectives that are 
considered important for the well-being of both parks and people, such as scientific 
research, education and protection. This shift can be attributed back to continued 
population growth and the strain parks experience from overcrowding. Environmental 
concerns started to become more apparent, and earlier recommendations for 
conservation were re-evaluated. This led to the development and implementation of 
the parks classification system, management plans and park zoning. 

Inform students that the public has also had input into the creation of the Ontario 
Parks system. Today, the public plays a critical role by providing comments and 
feedback about the management plans of specific parks. Have a class discussion 
about the role of public input in park planning and management. 

Ask students:
• How has the planning and management of parks changed since the creation 

of the first park, Algonquin Provincial Park?
• How has public input changed over time?
• Whose voices might be heard more now than earlier in the history of parks? 

Why and how has this change come about?

Connection to the Canadian 
Geography Framework

Concepts of Geographic Thinking
 Z Patterns and trends
 Z Interrelationships

Inquiry Process
 Z Interpret and analyze
 Z Evaluate and draw conclusions
 Z Communicate

Geospatial Skills 
 Z Foundational elements
 Z Spatial representations

Connection to the Ontario 
Social Studies and 
Geography Curriculum

 Z Grade 4: B1, B2
 Z Grade 5: B1, B3
 Z Grade 6: A2, A3
 Z Grade 7: A1, B1, B3
 Z Grade 8: A1, A2, B3
 Z Grade 9 (CGC1D, CGC1P): A1, A2, 
B1, C2, C3

 Z Grade 10 (CHV2):  
A2, B1, C1, C2 

 Z Grade 11 (CGD3M):  
A1, A2, B1, B2, C1

 Z Grade 12 (CGR4M):  
A1, A2, B1, B2, B3, C1 

BUILDING A PARK  
SYSTEM - GOOGLE EARTH



Have students briefly discuss the following, either in pairs or as a class:
• What are some of the things you would like to see in Ontario’s parks?
• Are there issues that concern you about the current Ontario Parks system?
• If you could talk to a park superintendent, what input would you give them 

to improve a park?
• How do you think the Ontario Parks system will change in the next 25, 50 or 

even 100 years? What are some challenges you foresee in the future?
• How will climate change affect the changes the Ontario Park system might 

go through?

Extend your geographical thinking
• Determine the provincial park closest to your community and have students 

learn more about its history and its planning and management practices. 
• Contact DiscoverySchool@Ontario.ca to connect with someone who works 

at your chosen park, or contact an Indigenous group that has worked with 
the park (if applicable) and invite them into your class to learn more. 

Modifications
• For older students, handheld devices can be a great way to dive deeper with 

research into planning and management policies and practices, while the 
lesson is developing. Management plans can be found on the Ontario Parks 
website for students to review.
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https://www.ontarioparks.com/en

