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INTRODUCTION

The geography of Newfoundland and Labrador is unlike any other 
Canadian province or territory. From Cape Spear all the way to Torngat 
Mountains National Park, Newfoundland and Labrador is a place 
of extreme beauty and charisma, characterized by its vast natural 
landscapes and welcoming communities.  

The following Giant Floor Map is unlike anything else produced 
by Canadian Geographic Education. This eight-metre by 11-metre 
vinyl resource highlights Newfoundland and Labrador’s provincial 
boundaries, transportation routes, protected areas, Indigenous 
settlement areas, energy facilities and much more — including the 
location of the Titanic shipwreck!

Accompanying this map are 10 learning inquiries, linked specifically to 
the Newfoundland and Labrador academic curriculum. These activities 
focus on  Newfoundland and Labrador’s people, history, rich culture, 
and unique environments. These activities are just the beginning. 
Encourage your students to research other aspects of Newfoundland 
and Labrador’s geography and history such as Captain Cook’s 
expeditions, the amalgamation of communities into larger towns, the 
role that different industries have played within developing settlements 
around the province, forced relocation, and so much more. 

Canadian Geographic Education is excited to make this resource available 
to all Newfoundland and Labrador teachers and encourages them to 
share their experience on the map with us at info@cangeoeducation.ca.

mailto:info%40cangeoeducation.ca?subject=
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CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

Kindergarten

1.2: Identify needs and wants that 
are common to all children
1.3: Identify and describe groups to 
which they belong 
2.1: Demonstrate an understanding 
that families have historic roots
3.1: Describe some of the natural and 
constructed features of their community
3.2: Use basic mapping skills to 
identify, locate and name familiar 
places within the community
K.3.3: Identify connections between 
their community and other 
communities (local, national 
and global)

Grade 1

1.1: Demonstrate an understanding 
of the importance of interactions 
between people 
1.2: Demonstrate an understanding 
of the similarity and diversity of social 
and cultural groups
1.3: Demonstrate an understanding 
that people within groups have rights 
and responsibilities
2.2: Describe how people depend 
upon and interact with different 
natural environments

Grade 2

1.1.2: Predict and explain needs and 
wants at different stages in their lives 
1.2: Demonstrate an understanding 
of how individuals and groups have 
contributed to change 
1.2.1: Identify and represent through 
mapping or modelling various 
changes that have taken place within 
their community 
1.2.2: Identify ways individuals and 
groups have contributed to change 

1.2.3: Recognize the importance of 
teamwork in bringing about change
1.4: Predict ways their community 
might change in the future and how 
they can contribute to that future 
1.4.1: Identify and explain examples 
of changes that may take place in 
their community in the future
1.4.2: Identify ways they can contribute 
to future changes in their community 

Grade 3

SCO (Specific Curriculum Objective) 
1.0: Demonstrate an understanding 
of the geographic location of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
1.1: Use the concept of location
1.2: Describe the location of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
SCO 2.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding of 
the geographic features of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
2.1: Locate and describe major 
landforms and bodies of water 

Grade 4

1.1: Recognize that all people have 
experiences as explorers 
1.2: Describe different types 
of exploration 
6.1: Describe the attributes of 
mountains, rivers, oceans and islands 
7.1: Describe the benefits the physical 
environment offers humans 
 
Grade 6

6.1.1: Explore the concept of culture 
and demonstrate an understanding 
of its role in their lives
6.2.2: Assess the relationship between 
culture and environment in a 
selected cultural region 

ACTIVITY 1: OUR HOME
Lesson overview: Students will learn to read the Giant Floor Map, discuss needs 
and wants and practice directional and cardinal movements.
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Kindergarten

3.2: Use basic mapping skills to 
identify, locate and name familiar 
places within the community
3.1.2: Identify common features and 
landmarks in their community 
3.3: Identify connections between 
their community and other 
communities (local, national 
and global)

Grade 1

3.1: Demonstrate an understanding 
that signs, symbols, direction and 
scale are used to represent landmarks 
and locations 
3.1.1: Identify and develop signs and 
symbols used in legends, on maps 
and on globes
3.1.2: Give verbal directions using 
relative terms for different locations
3.1.3: Recognize that maps and 
globes are used to represent the world 
3.1.4: Use signs and symbols on 
simple maps to identify and locate 
features within the school, community 
and province 
3.1.5: Create and use simple maps 
and/or models 

Grade 2

4.2: Describe how people’s 
interactions with their environment 
have changed over time
4.2.2: Describe how people depend 
on their environment to survive and 
build communities 

Grade 3

SCO 1.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the geographic location of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
1.1: Use the concept of location
1.2: Describe the location of 
Newfoundland and Labrador
SCO 2.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the geographic features of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
2.1: Locate and describe major 
landforms and bodies of water 

Grade 4

GCO (General Curriculum Objective) 
4: The student will be expected to 
demonstrate an understanding of the 
impact of exploration over time. 
GCO 6: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding of 
Earth’s physical features  
GCO 7: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding of 
the relationship between humans and 
the physical environment 

Grade 6

6.2.2: Assess the relationship between 
culture and environment in a selected 
cultural region 

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ACTIVITY 2: A CLOSER LOOK
Lesson overview: Students will explore the Newfoundland and Labrador Map in 
further detail by using the map’s legend to analyze and discover key features of 
the map.
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Kindergarten

3.1: Describe some of the natural 
and constructed features of 
their community
3.1.1: Demonstrate an awareness of 
the concept of natural and 
constructed features 
3.2: Use basic mapping skills to 
identify, locate and name familiar 
places within the community
3.2.4: Read simple maps and pictures 

Grade 1

1.2.1: Recognize that environments 
have natural and constructed features 
(local, national and global)
2.1.1: Identify and describe major 
natural features in their area, their 
province, Canada and the world 
2.1.2: Identify and describe examples 
of the constructed environment in 
their area, their province, Canada 
and the world 
3.2: Demonstrate an understanding 
that the way people live in their 
community evolves over time

Grade 2

4.1: Explain how and why physical 
environments change over time 
4.1.1: Identify some causes of change in 
their environment that occur naturally 
4.1.2: Recognize that people modify 
and change their environment 
according to their needs and wants

Grade 3

SCO 2.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the geographic features of 
Newfoundland and Labrador
SCO 3.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the population distribution of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
3.1: Identify and describe rural and 
urban communities 
3.2: Explain the factors that affect 
where people live

Grade 4

GCO 7: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the relationship between humans 
and the physical environment
7.1: Describe the benefits the physical 
environment offers humans
7.2: Describe the challenges posed by 
the physical environment 
7.3: Explain the impact that human 
activity has on the physical environment

 

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ACTIVITY 3: NATURAL VS. CONSTRUCTED
Lesson overview: Students will learn the difference between natural and constructed 
objects, and look for patterns on where they are located on the Giant Floor Map.
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Grade 3

SCO 7.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the importance of government
7.1: Explain the purpose of laws 
7.2: Explain why we have different 
levels of government in our province
7.3: Explain the purpose of the 
provincial government and how 
it functions

Grade 4

10.0: The student will be expected to 
demonstrate an understanding 
of the political landscape of Canada 
10.1: Explain how the federal 
government is organized 
10.2: Explain how the federal 
government operates

Grade 5

ICP (integrated concepts and 
processes) 0: The student will be 
expected to demonstrate proficiency 
in utilizing concepts and processes 
from the social sciences
ICP.2: Analyze events, ideas, issues, 
patterns and trends
ICP.3: Make judgments based on 
appropriate criteria

Grade 6

6.1.1: Explore the concept of culture 
and demonstrate an understanding 
of its role in their lives 
6.3.2: Describe how government 
relates to culture in a selected country 

Grade 7

7.1.1: Explore the general concept 
of empowerment
7.3.2: Analyze how the struggle for 
responsible government was an 
issue of political empowerment 
and disempowerment

Grade 8

SCO 2.4:The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the political context and challenges 
in Newfoundland and Labrador 
in the 19th century
2.4.2: Define the term 
“representative government” (K)
2.4.3: Analyze the conditions that led 
to representative government (A)
2.4.4: Compare representative 
government and responsible 
government (A)
2.4.5: Summarize the conditions that 
led to the establishment of 
responsible government (K)
2.4.6: Determine the means by which 
law and order was kept 
in the 19th century (A)
2.4.7: Summarize the challenges 
that arose from relations among 
church groups during responsible 
government (K)
2.4.9: Examine the position of the 
Newfoundland government on the
construction of the trans-island 
railway line (A)
2.4.10: List the factors that led to the 
1894 bank crash and some of 
its effects (K)

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ACTIVITY 4: HOW DOES OUR GOVERNMENT WORK?
Lesson overview: Students will use the Giant Floor Map to gain an understanding 
of how our provincial government system works, investigate who makes decisions 
in their province and in Canada, and gain a new perspective on how complex the 
government is. 
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Grade 3

SCO 2.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the geographic features of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
SCO 3.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the population distribution of 
Newfoundland and Labrador 

Grade 4

GCO 1: The student will be expected to 
demonstrate an understanding 
of the concept of exploration
GCO 7: The student will be expected to 
demonstrate an understanding 
of the relationship between humans 
and the physical environment

Grade 5

ICP.0: The student will be expected to 
demonstrate proficiency in utilizing 
concepts and processes from the 
social sciences
ICP.3: Make judgments based on 
appropriate criteria

Grade 7

7.1.1: Explore the general concept 
of empowerment
7.2.1: Analyze how commodities that 
lead to economic empowerment 
have changed

Grade 8

2.5.9: Explain the role of technology in 
communications and transportation 
in the 19th century (K)
3.2.7: Examine the relationship 
between transportation and the 
development of the mining 
industry (A)
4.4.6: Analyze improvements in 
transportation and communication 
since Confederation (A)

Grade 9

SCO 3.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the human geography of Canada

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ACTIVITY 5: TRANSPORTATION 
AROUND NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR
Lesson overview: Students will explore the Giant Floor Map and look at a variety of 
transportation routes within the province. Students will use their critical thinking 
skills to solve puzzles connected with transportation around the province.
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Grade 5 

1.1: Explain how primary sources are 
used to construct historical knowledge
1.2: Describe how archaeologists and 
historians help us understand the past
1.4: Write a history based on 
primary sources
7.0: Students are expected to compare 
past societies and present-day societies
7.1: Identify similarities and differences 
of past societies and present-day 
societies
7.2: Determine the most significant 
similarity(ies) and difference(s) of past 
societies and present-day societies
7.3: Predict how societies might 
change in the future

Grade 6

6.1.1: Explore the concept of culture 
and demonstrate an understanding of 
its role in their lives
6.1.3: Analyze the importance of cross-
cultural understanding 

Grade 7

7.3.1: Evaluate the conditions of 
everyday life for diverse peoples living 
in British North America in the mid 
1800s, including Indigenous Peoples, 
African-Canadians, and Acadians
7.4.3: Analyze the degree of 
empowerment and disempowerment 
for Indigenous Peoples in present-day 
Atlantic Canada 

Grade 8

1.1.1: Identify historical sources (e.g., 
art, documents, photos, stories, artifacts 
and music) in their own community (K)

1.1.2: Examine how historical sources 
(e.g., art, documents, photos, stories,
artifacts and music) are windows into 
the past (A)
1.1.3: Develop a working definition of 
“history” (A)
1.1.4: Distinguish between individual 
past and collective history (K)
1.1.5: Explain that history is open to 
interpretation (K)
1.1.6: Explain that historians are 
guided by rules of evidence (K)
1.1.7: Infer an historical condition (e.g., 
economic role, social, lifestyle, living 
conditions) from an historical source (I)
1.1.8: Account for the differences 
among viewpoints on an issue (I)
1.1.9: Examine the role of historic sites, 
archives and museums in interpreting 
and preserving history (A)

Grade 9

SCO 12: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the significance of citizenship in the 
context of liberal democratic society
SCO 13: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding of 
how citizenship has evolved over time

Canadian Geography 2012

1.0: Students are expected to explain 
how natural systems and human 
systems interact 
1.3: Explain how systems thinking may 
be used to understand interactions 
between natural systems 

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ACTIVITY 6: WHAT DIGS? 
Lesson overview: Students will learn about the geological regions of Newfoundland 
and Labrador and learn about archaeology and various artifacts discovered around 
Newfoundland and Labrador. Students will make connections between where 
artifacts were discovered and the physical landscape of Newfoundland and Labrador.
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Grade 4

GCO 6: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding of 
Earth’s physical features
GCO 8: The student will be expected to 
demonstrate an understanding 
of the physical landscape of Canada 
8.2: Describe the physical regions 
of Canada in terms of topography, 
climate, vegetation and resources

Grade 5

2.1: Locate and describe the society 
using geographical concepts
2.2: Explain how geographic features 
contributed to the development of 
the society
2.3: Explain how human-environmental 
interactions influenced the society

Grade 6

6.2.2: Assess the relationship between 
culture and environment in a selected 
cultural region

Grade 9

SCO 2.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the physical geography of Canada

World Geography

SCO 1.1: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
that the Earth’s surface is shaped by 
building-up forces resulting from 
tectonic activity

Canadian Geography

1.0:  Students are expected to explain 
how natural systems and human 
systems interact

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ACTIVITY 7: PROTECTING OUR LAND
Lesson overview: Students will examine Newfoundland and Labrador’s physical 
geography and look for patterns and trends on where things are located and 
why. Students will learn about the many protected areas that Newfoundland and 
Labrador has.
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Grade 5

1.0: Students are expected to 
demonstrate an understanding of how 
we learn about the past
1.1: Explain how primary sources are 
used to construct historical knowledge
1.2: Describe how archaeologists and 
historians help us understand the past
1.3: Describe the challenges of creating 
an accurate history from the past
1.4: Write a history based on 
primary sources

Grade 6

6.3.2: Describe how government 
relates to culture in a selected country 
6.3.3: Explain how economic systems 
relate to cultures 

Grade 7

7.2.1: Analyze how commodities that 
lead to economic empowerment 
have changed
7.2.2: Investigate the various ways 
that economic systems empower or 
disempower people

Grade 8

1.2.3: Formulate a key question that is 
supported by a given source (A)
1.2.5: Gather information that is 
significant for the question (A)
1.2.6: Find patterns and trends in the 
information (A)
1.2.7: Draw conclusions based on 
the patterns and trends in the 
information (A)

1.2.8: Present explanations or argu-
ments in support of the key question (I)
2.2.1: Define the terms “push factor” 
and “pull factor” (K)
2.2.3: Identify the areas of origin 
of groups who chose to settle in 
Newfoundland and Labrador (K)
2.2.5: Examine conditions in areas of 
origin that acted as push factors 
for each group (A)
2.2.6: Summarize the conditions in 
areas of destination that acted as pull 
factors for each group (K)
2.2.7: Develop generalizations about 
patterns of settlement established 
by the newcomers (A)
2.2.8: Evaluate how natural environment 
was a factor in this settlement pattern (I)
2.2.9: Examine how international 
relations affected settlement patterns 
and economic growth (i.e. the “French 
Shore of Newfoundland”) (A)
2.2.10: Analyze how people of 
particular ethnic groups tended to 
settle in particular areas (A)
2.2.11: Define the term 
“internal migration” (K)

Canadian Geography 1202

3.0: Students are expected to explain 
demographic patterns and trends 
in Canada 
3.1: Explain the concept of demography
3.2: Identify, describe and analyze the 
causes and consequences of changes 
in Canada’s population over time
3.3: Respond to issues influencing 
Canada’s population in the future

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ACTIVITY 8: ABANDONED COMMUNITIES
Lesson overview: Students will identify communities that are no longer inhabited 
around Newfoundland and Labrador and identify why residents of Newfoundland 
and Labrador would choose to resettle and why the government would encourage 
resettlement. Students will examine push and pull factors for why people abandon 
one place and move to another. 
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Grade 1

3.3: Demonstrate an understanding 
that Indigenous Peoples’ relationships 
with places have changed over time 
3.3.1: Recognize that there are 
Indigenous Peoples
3.3.2: Compare where Indigenous 
Peoples live today and lived in the past 
3.3.3: Give examples of past 
and present interaction between 
Indigenous Peoples and place

Grade 2

4.2: Describe how people’s interactions 
with their environment have changed 
over time
4.2.1: Give examples of how 
Indigenous Peoples interacted with 
the environment 
4.2.2: Describe how people depended 
on their environment to survive and 
build communities 

Grade 3

SCO 4.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding of 
the cultural diversity of Newfoundland 
and Labrador 
4.1: Identify the various peoples of 
our province
4.2: Explain why people migrate to a 
particular area
4.3: Explain how the diversity of the 
population has changed over time 

Grade 4

GCO 2: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding of 
the stories of various explorers of land, 
ocean, space and ideas 

2.1: Examine the ways in which we learn 
about the experiences of explorers 
2.2: Identify challenges faced 
by explorers 
2.3: Explain how explorers 
met challenges

Grade 7

7.4.3: Analyze the degree of 
empowerment and disempowerment 
for Indigenous Peoples in present-day 
Atlantic Canada. Identify the various 
Indigenous groups in present-day 
Atlantic Canada 

Grade 8

2.1.1: Define the terms Innu, Inuit, 
Labrador Métis and Mi’kmaq (K)
2.1.2: Identify the areas settled by the 
Indigenous groups (K)
2.1.3: Discover reasons for the 
extinction of the Beothuk (A)
2.1.4: Compare the lifestyles of 
differing Indigenous groups (K)

Grade 9

SCO 16: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding of 
political challenges and opportunities 
that may affect Canada’s future
16.1: Examine significant issues 
related to Indigenous autonomy 
and self-government

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ACTIVITY 9: INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
IN NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR
Lesson Overview: Students will explore the settlement patterns of Newfoundland 
and Labrador’s Indigenous Peoples and learn some of the factors determining 
their cultures.
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Grade 1

1.2: Demonstrate an understanding 
of the similarity and diversity of social 
and cultural groups 
1.2.1: Demonstrate an understanding 
that people join together to form social 
and cultural groups
1.2.2: Demonstrate an understanding 
that within each group there are certain 
characteristics which bring people 
(local, national and global) together

Grade 2

1.1: Describe changes in their lives and 
their reactions to these changes
1.2: Demonstrate an understanding 
of how individuals and groups have 
contributed to change 
1.4: Predict ways their community 
might change in the future and how 
they can contribute to that future 

Grade 3

SCO 5.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of the diversity of culture within 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
5.1: Describe the ways people express 
their culture 
5: Explain how and why culture 
changes over time
6.3.1: Examine how traditions relate to 
culture in a selected cultural region

Grade 6

6.1.1: Explore the concept of culture 
and demonstrate an understanding 
of its role in their lives.    

6.1.3:  Analyze the importance of 
cross-cultural understanding and give 
examples that illustrate the impact of 
cross-cultural understanding or a lack 
of cross-cultural understanding. 

Grade 8

SCO 2.5: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of lifestyles of peoples in Newfoundland 
and Labrador in the 19th century
2.5.4: Analyze activities people engaged 
in for entertainment and recreation (A)
2.5.8: Relate social and economic 
activity to times of the year (A)
2.5.9: Explain the role of technology in 
communications and transportation 
in the 19th century (K)
2.5.10: Compare lifestyles of the 19th 
century with lifestyles today (K)

Grade 9

SCO 1.0: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate an understanding 
of how various artistic expressions 
reflect Canadian identity
SCO 18: The student will be expected 
to demonstrate their personal 
understanding of Canadian identity

2205 Newfoundland and  
Labrador Studies

3.1: Examine elements of culture
3.2: Examine factors that shape culture
3.3: Examine factors that change culture

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

ACTIVITY 10: WE ARE UNIQUE: NEWFOUNDLAND  
AND LABRADOR’S CULTURE AND TRADITIONS
Lesson overview: Students will gain an understanding of how Newfoundland and 
Labrador is unique and explore what role cultural traditions and practices play in 
our lives.
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Activity Overview:
 Z Students will have the opportunity to explore the Giant Floor Map 

and identify parts of the map.
 Z Students will discuss needs and wants.
 Z Students will practice directional movements and  

cardinal directions. 

Set-up/Preparation:
Find out if students have visited other towns or locations around 
Newfoundland and Labrador. Make a list as a class before the map arrives. 

INTRODUCTION
Give students time to explore the map on their own. To help students explore and focus on the map, ask questions about 
what the different colours of the map represent. What does the blue represent? Can you find a red line? Where is it? Can you 
locate an island? What is an island?

Explain to students that this is a map of Newfoundland and Labrador. Once students have had the opportunity to explore the 
map individually, use the map to introduce basic landform features such as islands, lakes, oceans, coasts and forests. 

Identify the compass rose located at each corner of the map and introduce cardinal directions (north, south, east, west). 

DEVELOPMENT
Have the students sit near or around the legend. Provide students with an explanation of what a map’s legend does (A map 
key or legend is included with a map to unlock it. It gives you the information needed for the map to make sense. Maps often 
use symbols or colours to represent things, and the map key explains what they mean). 

Divide students into small groups and give each group a different Blank Legend card. Have students walk around the map 
and fill in the blanks on their legend. For younger students, arrange a walking tour and do this together as a class.
  

Grade levels K - 4, 6

1. OUR HOME

Materials:
 Z Handheld legends (4)
 Z Pylons (20)
 Z Blank Legend card (10)
 Z Whiteboard markers (10) 



Once students have filled in their blank legend, gather them around the map’s legend and go over what they learned. 

Begin a discussion on where they live. What makes this province so special? What do you want other Canadians to know about 
where you live? Place a pylon on your hometown and have students sit in a circle around it. Have students identify things that 
can be found in their hometown. Students should say things like: school, swimming pool, supermarket, etc. Ask students  
questions about the places/locations they name to provoke thoughtful discussion. Why do we need to have a supermarket 
near us?  What is the purpose of a hospital? The questioning should direct the conversation towards our needs and wants. 
Could you still live here if your town didn’t have a supermarket? What do we have that we really could live without? Have 
students locate another town in Newfoundland and Labrador that they have visited and place a pylon on that location. Have 
students share similarities between the town they visited and the town in which they live. What makes towns unique? If a 
student hasn’t visited a town outside their own, have students pair up with another student.

CONCLUSION
Play a game of “Touch blue.” Begin the game as the first “caller,” then choose students to take the lead for consecutive rounds. 
To play, the caller calls an item or colour that can be found on the map and students move to this location. For example, 
“Touch orange” and the students move to something orange. To make this more relevant, the caller will call out items on the 
map, and this can vary on the skill level of the students. Some suggested ideas include:

 Z Touch water (river, ocean, pond, lake)
 Z Touch a highway, north of Gander
 Z Walk along the coast of our province
 Z Jump in the Atlantic Ocean
 Z Swim to the Titanic

EXTEND YOUR GEOGRAPHIC THINKING
Draw a map of your school or community and highlight important places. Identify which locations are needs and which 
are wants.

For older students, have students create a map of their dream town — where they would like to live in the future. Identify what 
parts of their dream town would be “needs” and what would be “wants.” 
  

OUR HOME
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2. A CLOSER LOOK AT OUR PROVINCE

Activity Overview:
 Z Students will explore the Newfoundland and Labrador Giant Floor 

Map in further detail through a scavenger hunt. 
 Z Students will look for patterns and trends on where things are 

located in their province and why. 

Set-up/Preparation:
Review the scavenger hunt questions. Add more questions as you see fit.

Grade levels K - 4, 6

Materials:
 Z Handheld legends (4)
 Z Scavenger Hunt cards (10)
 Z Whiteboard markers (10)
 Z Chains (16) 

INTRODUCTION
Have students stand around the map’s border and review what students have learned in the first activity. Remind students 
where the map’s legend is located and what some of the features on the map represent. Identify what belongs on a map key 
and if there is anything missing. 

To practice, call out items on the map key for the students to locate. This can be done as a large group. For example, say: 
“Move along the highway from the provincial capital to a ferry” or “Go to a protected area.” 

DEVELOPMENT
Divide students into small groups or pairs and provide each group with a Scavenger Hunt card. Give students an opportunity 
to explore the map and answer the scavenger hunt questions using the whiteboard markers provided.  

Once students have had the opportunity to answer all the questions, have them sit around the perimeter of the map and 
discuss the main features of Newfoundland and Labrador. Have students discuss the locations they have found, places that 
they have visited or what they noticed as they were answering the questions.



CONCLUSION
Using the coloured chains, have one group of students outline Labrador using one colour and another group outline 
Newfoundland using another colour. Ask students what is located only in Newfoundland and only in Labrador, and what is 
located in both. Ask students to look for any patterns and trends, such as the location of towns, protected areas, ferry ports, 
Indigenous communities, etc. Have students share why they think these are located where they are. 

EXTEND YOUR GEOGRAPHIC THINKING
Once students have explored their own province, have students take what they have learned and compare it to the rest of 
Canada. After their experience with the Giant Floor Map, have each student select another province or territory of Canada and 
compare it to their own. Have students compare locations (near an ocean or landlocked), roads, protected areas, etc. 

A CLOSER LOOK AT OUR PROVINCE
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Activity Overview:
 Z Students will learn the difference between natural and constructed 

objects and environments. 
 Z Students will look for patterns to identify where natural and 

constructed features are located on the Giant Floor Map. 
 Z Students will learn why some objects are constructed.
 Z Students will make a plan on how they can care for the environment. 

Set-up/Preparation:
Combine the Natural Image card pile with the Constructed Image card pile 
and place them in a separate pile from the photo cards. 

INTRODUCTION
Allow time for students to independently explore the map. Review what students have learned in the previous activities by 
having students stand around the provincial border and identify things that they can see (e.g., lakes, islands, towns, roads) 
and things they cannot see (e.g., houses, cars, people). Ask students what the purpose of a map is and what type of things 
people can learn from this map. 

Ask students to locate their hometown and to share about a place they have visited before. Ask them to describe to the class 
what the landscape looked like. 

Grade levels K - 4

3. NATURAL VS CONSTRUCTED

Materials:
 Z Natural Image cards (4)
 Z Constructed Image 

cards (5)
 Z Photo cards (14) 



DEVELOPMENT
Show students the images from the combined piles of the natural and constructed cards. For older students, distribute the 
cards to pairs or small groups. Ask students to move to a location on the map where they think something natural is located 
and where something constructed is located.  

Next, distribute the photo cards to pairs of students and have them locate where this object may be found (e.g., a wharf can 
be found between land and water). Next, ask students how their object got to that location (Was it always there? Was it built? 
Is it natural? Is it constructed?).

Once all the students are standing in the locations where they think their object is located, ask questions such as: “How did 
you know where the object belonged?” or “Why did you place it in that particular location?”

In most instances, areas around the bigger urban centres (St. John’s, Corner Brook, Labrador City) are going to have 
more students. 

CONCLUSION
Have students sit around the provincial border and discuss any patterns and trends they observed about where most of the 
constructed objects are located (near towns/cities) and where the natural ones are located (outside towns/cities). Explain that 
we depend on natural and constructed objects and that some objects are constructed from natural materials. Ask students to 
provide some examples to the rest of the class. 

EXTEND YOUR GEOGRAPHIC THINKING
Once you head back to class, discuss with students how they can help protect Newfoundland and Labrador’s natural resources. 
Have students create a list or a visual representation of their ideas. Have students investigate how towns and cities around 
Newfoundland and Labrador have developed over time and what may have caused some of them to disappear. How did the 
availability of natural resources play a role in the development or abandonment of towns? Have students make predictions 
about the future of the natural resources in certain areas should demand for them increase or stay the same.

NATURAL VS CONSTRUCTED
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Activity Overview:
 Z Students will use the Giant Floor Map to gain an understanding of 

how our provincial government system works.
 Z Students will investigate who makes decisions in their province 

and in Canada.
 Z Students will gain a new perspective on the complexity of the 

government system.  

Set-up/Preparation:
Review questions to ask students about government and adapt to meet the 
needs of your students. 

Grade levels 3 - 8

Materials:
 Z Community cards (10)
 Z Provincial Electoral 

District cards (10)
 Z Chains (16)
 Z Pylons (20)
 Z Blocks (50)
 Z Whiteboard markers (10)
 Z Handheld device 

(optional) 

INTRODUCTION
Once students have had an opportunity to independently explore the map, gather students around the map’s border and 
introduce the concept of government. What does government mean? What does the government do? Why is it important? 
What type of government does Canada have? Discuss the role of the provincial government and the decisions they are 
responsible for (e.g., education, marriage licenses, health care, etc.).

Locate St. John’s (Newfoundland and Labrador’s provincial capital) and place a pylon on this location. How far is it from your 
community? Have students use the scale on the map to determine the distance or, with younger students, have them count 
the distance in footsteps. What is the significance of the provincial capital? (It is where those that represent the people of the 
province or territory meet to discuss and debate issues that potentially become laws.) Why would it be necessary for us to have 
a capital city in every province and territory? (Each province and territory has unique responsibilities and roles, which differ from 
the federal or municipal branches of government. The provincial capital city is a significant space for them to gather.)

Divide students into small groups and have each group stand on a different community that is not St. John’s. Give students 
a blank community card and have students write the name of their community on the card using the whiteboard markers.  

Explain that each group will need to develop three important laws that they think would be necessary for their community. 
Have students examine where their community is located, nearby communities, and resources to determine what laws may be 

4. HOW DOES OUR GOVERNMENT WORK?



HOW DOES OUR GOVERNMENT WORK?

important for their community. If possible, have students use their handheld device to research more about their community 
while on the Giant Floor Map. Have them think about the needs of the people who live in that community. 

Give students the opportunity to share the laws that they created. Use this opportunity to discuss who would be protected 
by these laws and who may not be protected. Discuss why each particular law is important. If students create unreasonable 
laws, ask them about what the ramifications of their particular laws could be. Through discussion, students will gain an 
understanding of not only the importance of laws but how important it is to ensure that they protect all parties. They will also 
recognize that it is difficult to meet everyone’s needs when creating rules/laws.

DEVELOPMENT
Explain to students that the government ensures that appropriate laws are made to protect communities. Have students use the 
Provincial Electoral District cards, chains and additional items provided, to map out the different ridings in Newfoundland and 
Labrador. For smaller ridings, have students use pylons or blocks. Ask students which electoral district their hometown is located 
in. Have students find their chosen community from the beginning of the lesson and its corresponding electoral riding. Have 
them re-examine their laws. Do the laws need to be amended given the boundaries of the electoral riding? 

Direct the discussion towards how many people they are responsible for (have them estimate based on what they know about 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s population and how many towns are in each riding) and what kinds of issues may be brought 
to their attention. Would it be easy or difficult to make changes? Create new laws?  Would all people in the riding be supportive 
of the decisions made?

Direct the discussion to the role that Newfoundland and Labrador’s provincial government plays in moving the province 
forward and meeting the needs of all people who live in the province. Discuss a current provincial issue and how it is being 
handled. What should the government do to best represent the majority? Who will be affected and how? Is it fair? Why or why 
not? Debrief with your students by asking how hard it was to change someone’s mind and what else can be done to ensure 
that your community is involved.

CONCLUSION
Stand on the northern tip of Labrador and tell students that the Inuit call this place Nunatsiavut. Explain to students that this 
area has another government, called the Nunatsiavut Government, which is an Inuit regional government. Although this region 
remains part of Newfoundland and Labrador, this government has authority over areas such as education, healing, culture and 
language. Ask students why having this government is important for the Inuit people and what some of the core principles of this 
government may be (e.g., preservation of language, lands, pursuit of a healthy society and economy, equality).

EXTEND YOUR GEOGRAPHIC THINKING
To build on your students’ knowledge of government, invite your local Indigenous Elder or a representative for your municipal, 
provincial or federal government into the classroom to discuss their respective government functions, their role and the 
impact they have on their community riding.
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5. TRANSPORTATION AROUND 
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR 

Activity Overview:
 Z Students will explore the Giant Floor Map and look at a variety of 

transportation routes within the province. 
 Z Students will use their critical thinking skills to solve puzzles 

connected with transportation around the province. 

Set-up/Preparation:
Review the transportation puzzles and determine which puzzles are 
appropriate for your students.

Grade levels 3 - 5, 7 - 9

Materials:
 Z Chains (16)
 Z Pylons (20)
 Z Transportation cards (19)
 Z Pencils and scrap paper 

(optional) 

INTRODUCTION
Once students have explored the map, ask them to share how they got to school. Next, ask students how they get around 
town with their family or friends. Finally, ask students how they travel over long distances and their preferred method of travel. 

Using the map’s legend and students’ previous knowledge, highlight the various transportation routes labelled on the map 
and discuss what kinds of things are transported across the province (people, goods, resources). 

DEVELOPMENT
In small groups, or with partners, give students different transportation cards. Explain to students that each card poses a 
problem connected with transportation around the province and that they will be required to use their problem-solving skills 
to answer the question posed on their card.  

Students must select one of the following options to show their solution:

 Z create a map of the transportation route, including significant points of interest, using a scrap piece of paper and pencil
 Z map out the route on the Giant Floor Map using the chains and pylons



CONCLUSION
Once students have come up with a solution to their problem and mapped it out, allow time for each group to share with each 
other the problem they had and how they solved it.

As a class, create a new problem to add to the collection for other students to solve as the map travels around to other schools 
in Newfoundland and Labrador.

EXTEND YOUR GEOGRAPHIC THINKING
Have students research traditional Indigenous ways of travel around Newfoundland and Labrador. How are they similar/
different to Indigenous modes of travel in the present day? Students can also research famous explorers (past and present) 
and learn about where they went, how they got there and who helped them. Where did they explore in Newfoundland and 
Labrador and what did they discover when they got there? What problems did they encounter? How did traditional knowledge 
and Indigenous modes of transportation play a role?   

TRANSPORTATION AROUND 
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR 
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6. WHAT DIGS?  

Activity Overview:
 Z Students will learn about the geological regions of Newfoundland 

and Labrador. 
 Z Students will learn about archaeology and various artifacts 

discovered around Newfoundland and Labrador. 
 Z Students will make connections between where artifacts were 

discovered and the physical landscape of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Set-up/Preparation:
Review the Artifact cards. If you feel like there is an artifact that is not 
included in the cards, please create one or have your students research 
and create their own prior to going on the map. 

Optional: Review landforms in Newfoundland and the three types of rock 
(igneous, metamorphic, sedimentary). 

Grade levels 5 - 9

Materials:
 Z Artifact Cards (10)
 Z Pylons (20)
 Z Blank cards (10)
 Z Whiteboard markers (10)
 Z Handheld device for 

research (optional)

INTRODUCTION
Once students have had an opportunity to independently explore the map, gather them around the map’s border and ask 
about the population distribution of Newfoundland and Labrador. Which locations have the largest populations? Why do they 
think most people choose to live in these locations? What patterns and trends do they see in the population distribution of 
Newfoundland and Labrador? 

Next, ask students about the people who lived in Newfoundland and Labrador before Europeans arrived. Where did they 
live and why? Use the map and pylons to highlight the Inuit communities located on the map. Finally, ask students about 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s history post-European contact. Where did people land first? Who were they? What did the land 
look like? Ask students to discuss what they know about their province and connect it to a location. What would be some of 
the historical and monumental events that they would be aware of?  

Finally, review with students the physical landscape and landforms of Newfoundland and Labrador. Where are the mountainous 
and forested regions? Does anyone live there? Which areas or landforms are accessible/inaccessible and why? 



DEVELOPMENT
Explain to students that hundreds of artifacts that provide insight into the past have been found around Newfoundland and 
Labrador. These artifacts educate us about earlier inhabitants of the area and past environments. Learning about past cultures 
and events helps us to understand how the past can impact present-day society. Knowledge of the past also helps us make 
informed decisions about changes that may occur in the future. 

Divide students into pairs or small groups and provide each group with a different Artifact card. Encourage each group to 
examine the card and to guess what they think is on the card from the information provided along with the image. If needed, 
encourage students to use their handheld device to gather more information and research on their artifact. 

Next, have students stand around the provincial border of Newfoundland and Labrador and ask them one by one to locate 
on the map the place where their artifact was discovered. Have students share with the class what their object is, where it 
was discovered or created, and what era it was used in. Ask students to use the 5Ws + How to learn more about their object:

 Z Who discovered or created this object? Who did it belong to?
 Z What is it? What does it teach us about past cultures?
 Z Where was it found? Where was this object used?
 Z Why is this object important to Newfoundland and Labrador?
 Z When was this object used? When was it created?
 Z What would it have been like to live in the time period from which this object originates?
 Z How did this object help or hinder past cultures?

CONCLUSION
Have a class discussion and ask students to compare or make connections to the different artifacts that have been found 
around the province. Encourage students to identify differences between settlers and early explorers.

Conclude by having students use the blank cards and whiteboard markers to draw something meaningful to them. Ask them 
to explain what it would tell someone in the future if they were to discover it.

EXTEND YOUR GEOGRAPHIC THINKING
Research to find examples of archaeological digs throughout Newfoundland and Labrador. What were the motivations behind 
these explorations? 

Next, have students predict what kind of items will be found around Newfoundland 50, 100, or 500 years into the future. Ask 
students to think about the environmental concerns around the province today and to predict what future generations may be 
finding in their landscape that will give them information about their past.
 

WHAT DIGS?
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7. PROTECTING OUR LAND

Activity Overview:
 Z Students will examine Newfoundland and Labrador’s physical 

geography and look for patterns and trends on where things are 
located and why.

 Z Students will learn about the many protected areas that 
Newfoundland and Labrador has.  

Set-up/Preparation:
The Protected Areas template card is laminated and available in the kit for 
students to use with whiteboard markers. If you would like students to hold 
onto their research, you can photocopy the template before class. 

Grade levels 4 - 6, 9 - 12

Materials:
 Z Newfoundland and 

Labrador Photo cards 
(34)

 Z Protected Areas 
template (3)

 Z Whiteboard markers (10)
 Z Handheld devices 

(optional)

INTRODUCTION
As students are exploring the map, ask them about their favourite place in Newfoundland and Labrador, or a place that they 
feel is unique to the rest of Canada. Ask them why they like this place. 

Next, gather students around the map key. If necessary, explain and review the purpose of the map key and what each of the 
symbols mean. Distribute the Newfoundland and Labrador photo cards and allow time for students to place all photo cards 
on the map in the appropriate places. Afterwards, arrange for students to walk around the map and examine the images and 
identify the similarities and differences of various geographical regions in Newfoundland and Labrador. 

DEVELOPMENT
Bring attention to the protected areas. What is the purpose of these protected areas? What are the three types of protected 
areas that are labelled on the map? (Parks Canada, Provincial, Fisheries and Oceans.) Give students a few minutes to walk 
around the map and locate where these various protected areas are found. 

Next, divide students into three groups, with each group representing a different protected area displayed on the map. Using 
the templates provided and their handheld devices, each group will need to research and answer the following questions:



 Z Where are their protected areas located? Is there one place they are located or is there a pattern?
 Z How are these areas protected (e.g., rules/regulations, what can/can’t people do in them, etc.)?
 Z Select one protected area and provide more information/facts about it. Why did you select this protected area, and 

what makes it unique to Newfoundland and Labrador? 

CONCLUSION
Once students have finished gathering information about their protected area, have them share their thoughts with the rest 
of the class.  

Conclude the lesson by discussing why it is imperative to have protected areas. What types of challenges do these protected 
areas face? Who would support the protection of the environment? Who may not support protecting it and why? Have 
students predict what would happen if we did not have these protected areas.  

EXTEND YOUR GEOGRAPHIC THINKING
Invite someone from your local community into your classroom. This person can be a local Indigenous Elder, or someone from 
Parks Canada or Fisheries and Oceans. Before this person arrives, have students investigate their community’s municipal 
guidelines for protected areas. For example, when building houses, how much green space is required to be preserved? Are 
there protected areas in their community? Ask students to create questions for the visiting speaker to assist in a discussion 
about the importance of protecting these areas and how their job contributes to conservation. 

PROTECTING OUR LAND
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8. ABANDONED COMMUNITIES

Activity Overview:
 Z Students will identify communities that are no longer inhabited 

around Newfoundland and Labrador. 
 Z Students will identify why residents of Newfoundland and Labrador 

would choose to resettle and why the government would encourage 
resettlement.

 Z Students will examine push and pull factors for why people 
abandon one place and move to another.  

Set-up/Preparation:
Review the history of the Resettlement Program and abandoned 
communities by going to HiddenNewfoundland.ca or Heritage 
Newfoundland & Labrador.

Locate abandoned communities near your hometown as examples to use 
throughout the lesson. 

Print out the push/pull card and make a copy for each student in the class. 
Before this lesson, review what push/pull factors are and have students 
think of one push factor and one pull factor to write on their handout. 
Have students use this on the Giant Floor Map. 

Grade levels 5 - 12

Materials:
 Z Pylons (20)
 Z Push/Pull handout 

(optional) 

INTRODUCTION
Once students have explored the map independently, gather students around the provincial border of Newfoundland and 
Labrador and review push/pull factors with your students. Remind students of the definitions: 

Push factors are circumstances, situations, or things that motivate someone to leave their community and go somewhere else. 
Basically, push factors are negative reasons (i.e. why a place is difficult to live in) that push you out. 

Pull factors, on the other hand, are circumstances, situations, or things that motivate someone to migrate to a certain place. Pull 
factors are positive attractions that make you want to live in a place and pull you into it.

http://www.hiddennewfoundland.ca/resettled-communities
http://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/politics/resettlement-program.php
http://www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/politics/resettlement-program.php


Locate your hometown and place a pylon on it. Next, ask students to share their ideas from their push/pull handout. Ask 
students to first share their push factors with the class. What factors would push you out of your hometown? Afterwards, ask 
students to share their pull factors. Which other towns/cities in Newfoundland and Labrador would you want to live in and 
why? Finally, discuss pull factors that might draw someone to your hometown.

DEVELOPMENT
Ask students to explore the map and have each of them locate a different abandoned community on the map by standing on 
it. Ask students if they have ever visited or heard about Newfoundland and Labrador’s abandoned communities and whether 
they can name and locate any of them. Which ones are close to your hometown? What do you notice about where all the 
abandoned communities are located?

Allow students some time with either a partner or a small group to discuss why these communities were abandoned and to 
make predictions on where the people may have gone or resettled. Have students share their predictions with the class. Ask 
students if they think all residents in these communities would have wanted to leave. What would be some reasons to leave? 
What reasons might people have for staying?

CONCLUSION
In the same groups, have students use scrap paper to brainstorm ideas around why the government would support or 
encourage the abandonment of a particular community and to identify what a community requires in order to have people 
live there sustainably full-time. Have students share their ideas with the rest of the class.  

Conclude by having a discussion about whether this is happening to any communities in Canada in the present day. What 
events may be causing this?

EXTEND YOUR GEOGRAPHIC THINKING
Students can research specific communities in the province that have been abandoned and the Resettlement Program 
that occured in the mid-20th century. Create a class timeline and use it on the Giant Floor Map to map out a timeline of 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s abandoned communities.  

ABANDONED COMMUNITIES
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Activity Overview:
 Z Students will explore the settlement patterns of Newfoundland and 

Labrador’s Indigenous Peoples.
 Z Students will learn some of the factors determining Newfoundland 

and Labrador’s Indigenous Peoples’ cultures.
 Z Students will discuss reasons for the extinction of the Beothuk. 

Set-up/Preparation:
Review the Indigenous Peoples Information card and the Indigenous 
statistics provided in this lesson.

Grade levels 1 - 4, 7- 9

Materials:
 Z Chains (16)
 Z Pylons (20)
 Z Indigenous Peoples 

Information card (5) 

INTRODUCTION
Once students have explored the map independently, gather them around the Newfoundland and Labrador provincial border 
to discuss settlement patterns. Ask students what “settlement” means. Who lived on this land before Europeans first settled? 
Where did Europeans first begin to settle in Canada? What role did Newfoundland and Labrador play in this settlement process? 

Explain that the following activity will focus on Newfoundland and Labrador’s Indigenous Peoples. Ask students to look at 
the map and to identify how the Indigenous Peoples of Newfoundland and Labrador are displayed on the map. What can 
we learn about the Indigenous Peoples of Newfoundland and Labrador from the information displayed on this map? What 
information do you feel is missing?  

9. INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN 
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR



DEVELOPMENT
Share and discuss the following statistics from the Statistics Canada 2016 Census: 

 Z About 8.9 per cent of the population in Newfoundland and Labrador   
are of Indigenous background (numbering 45,725).

 Z Newfoundland and Labrador is home to 28,375 First Nations people,  
7,790 Métis, and 6,450 Inuit, with the rest identifying as “other”.

 Z Since 2006, Indigenous identity has grown by 42.5 per cent.  
Ask students what they think may have caused this increase.

Next, divide students into five groups, assigning each an Indigenous group to explore further (Innu, Inuit, Labrador Métis, 
Mi’kmaq and Beothuk). Provide students with the appropriate information card.

Give each group time to review the information on the card and locate where their group settled/lives on the map. Have 
students use the chains and pylons to highlight key points about their Indigenous group.

CONCLUSION
Have each group present and share the information with the rest of the students. Ask students why they feel each Indigenous 
group settled in the particular area that they did and how the land influenced their decision. As students are presenting, have 
them also identify problems they may have encountered when the Europeans began to settle and how their lifestyle is guided 
by their environment.

EXTEND YOUR GEOGRAPHIC THINKING
Have students learn more about Indigenous Peoples in their province by encouraging students to get involved with local 
Indigenous organizations. Invite a local Elder into the class to learn more about Indigenous languages, culture and traditions.  

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN 
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR
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Activity Overview:
 Z Students will gain an understanding of how Newfoundland and 

Labrador is unique.
 Z Students will explore what role cultural traditions and practices 

play in our lives.
 Z Students will connect their own traditions to the culture of  

their province. 

Set-up/Preparation:
Review the lesson and reserve a class set of iPads/tablets or Chromebooks 
for your students.

Grade levels 1 - 3, 6, 8 - 12

Materials:
 Z Itinerary template (10)
 Z Cultural Theme cards 

and a blank one (9)
 Z Pylons (20)
 Z Chains (16)
 Z Whiteboard markers (10)
 Z Tablets/iPads/handheld 

electronic device 

INTRODUCTION
Once students have explored the map, have them stand around the provincial border. Ask students what reputation 
or stereotypes Canadians have throughout the rest of the world. What reputation do people from Newfoundland and 
Labrador have throughout Canada? Ask students what culture means. What does it look like? Can we be a part of more 
than one culture?

Explain that culture is a shared set of practices and traditions that characterize a society or group of people. Culture can 
include clothing, food, traditions, ceremonies, spiritual practices and beliefs, language, family structure and communication 
styles. All of our traditions and culture are connected to our past, from the food we eat to the way we talk to the activities we 
participate in during specific holidays.  
 
Ask students to share some examples of traditions or cultural practices they do with their family or in their hometown. As 
a class, make a list of some cultural activities that happen in our province. If possible, highlight where these happen on the 
Giant Floor Map. 

10. WE ARE UNIQUE: NEWFOUNDLAND AND 
LABRADOR’S CULTURE AND TRADITIONS



DEVELOPMENT
Explain to students that they run a travel company and have to design cultural tours for tourists around Newfoundland 
and Labrador. Divide students into small groups and give each group the Itinerary template for their tour. Read each theme 
labelled on the Cultural Theme card one at a time. Groups who are interested in a particular theme will collect that theme card 
from the teacher. If a group has a theme idea that is not included in the original list of theme cards, distribute a blank card to 
them and have students write their theme using the whiteboard marker. 

Using electronic devices and students’ previous knowledge, have students plan out their itinerary. Make sure students indicate 
the length of their tour (e.g., day trip, a weekend, five days or one week, etc.) and their target age group. 

CONCLUSION
Allow time for students to share their tour with the rest of the class. Have each group select a spokesperson and have the 
rest of the group highlight key places on the Giant Floor Map, either by standing on these locations or placing a pylon there. 

After all groups have presented, ask students how culture can change over time. What or who influences these changes? How 
might Canadian and Newfoundland and Labrador culture change in the future?

EXTEND YOUR GEOGRAPHIC THINKING
Create a class timeline of cultural events for Newfoundland and Labrador. Where did these events take place? Once the 
timeline is created, have students map it out with chains and pylons on the Giant Floor Map.

WE ARE UNIQUE: NEWFOUNDLAND AND 
LABRADOR’S CULTURE AND TRADITIONS

Newfoundland and Labrador | Teacher’s Guide | Activity 10 | Page 36


