
Canadian Geographic Education’s provincial and territorial tiled 
map series is a great way for students to take an in-depth 
look at Canada’s 13 provinces and territories. These maps can 
be used individually to discover your own province/territory 
or as a set where students can be divided up into different 
provincial/territorial groups. Below are fun activities on how 
teachers can introduce this resource to their class.

Class Book  
of Canada
Shuffle all tiled map pieces and randomly distribute one 
tile to each student. Have students search for other class 
members to piece together their province/territory and 
create their group of 4. Have students research their 
province/territory and create one pager ‘cheat sheets’ 
for their classmates by highlighting their province or 
territory’s flower, tree, capital city, landform features, 
historical landmarks, exports, etc. Combine all one 
pagers to create a class book of Canada. 

Population Distribution
Divide students into provincial/territorial groups 
and distribute 25 counters. Inform students that the 
counters represent their province or territory’s total 
population and have them research the population of 
their province or territory and use their counters to 
display the population distribution of their province. 
Compare patterns and trends between groups and 
discuss reasons why Canada’s population looks the 
way it is and how it may change in the future.

In The News
Have each province/territory 
group follow news/media 
stories from their selected 
province/territory for one 
week and highlight these 
news stories on their map 
either by placing a clipping 
of the news story there or 
with a coloured marker. At 
the end of the week, have 

each group look for trends 
in their news stories and 
present their ideas to the 
class. Afterwards, discuss 
the geography of these 
news stories by looking for 
connections between these 
news stories with Canada’s 
climate/landscape.
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Travel    
and tourism
Divide students into provincial/
territorial groups and inform them 
that they own their own adventure 
company. Each company offers three 
different tours for tourists: one, two and 
three day tours. Have students research 
their province and use the map’s scale 
and coloured string to map out their 
three different tours. Encourage students to 
print out or cut out coloured pictures or bring in  
props to help make the map more appealing and  
display their tour adventures.

People  
and Places
Divide students into 
provincial/territorial 
groups. Have each group 
examine the names of 
towns/lakes/roads on their 
tiled maps and research how people have 
helped shape place names in Canada. How do they 
differ across the country? Take it one step further and have 
each group create a biography of one of these individuals.
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Curriculum Outcomes

Nova Scotia

Kindergarten

P.3.2  use basic mapping skills to identify, locate, and name familiar 
places within the community

P.3.3  identify connections between their community and other 
communities (local, national, and global)

Grade 1

1.2.1  recognize that environments have natural and constructed 
features (local, national, and global)

1.3.1  demonstrate an understanding that signs, symbols, direction, 
and scale are used to represent landmarks and locations

Grade 2

2.4.2  describe how people’s interactions with their environment 
have changed over time

Grade 3

3.1.1  locate their province in the Atlantic region, Canada, North 
America, and the world 

3.1.2  describe the major physical features, climates, and vegetation 
of their province and the Atlantic region 

  

Grade 4

4.3.3  examine the relationship between humans and the physical 
environment

4.4.1 describe the physical landscape of Canada

4.4.2 examine the human landscape of Canada

 

Grade 5

5.5.1 examine interactions between British and French and First 
Nations and Inuit in what later became Atlantic Canada

Grade 6

6.1.2 identify, locate, and map major cultural regions of the world

6.2.1  compare climate and vegetation in different types of  
physical regions of the world

6.2.2  assess the relationship between culture and environment  
in a selected cultural region

6.3.1  examine how traditions relate to culture in a selected  
cultural region;  identify, locate, and map the selected  
region including examples of its major features 

Grade 7

7.2.1 analyse how commodities that lead to economic 
empowerment have changed

Grade 8

8.2.1  demonstrate an understanding of the basic features of 
Canada’s landscape and climate

8.2.2  analyse the effects of selected geographic factors on 
Canadian identity

Grade 9

1.1  identify and locate the Atlantic region in the Canadian, North 
American, and global contexts

1.2  describe the area, size, and physical features of Atlantic Canada

1.3 identify the basic weather and climate patterns of Atlantic Canada

1.4 link human activity to the natural resources of the Atlantic region

3.4  examine and explain the contribution of the primary, 
secondary, tertiary, and quaternary sectors of the economy  
of Atlantic Canada

Grade 10 

A2.2  select an approriate map style(topographic, geologic, 
thematic, etc.) and use it to gather, organize, and display 
inormation in sketch or model form

A3.1  analyse geographic information using comparative mapping 
techniques and strategies, and geographic information 
systems to recognize patterns and to make decisions about 
the nature of the information

B1.1  view events from a geographic perspective by defining the 
nature and scope of geograpic phenomena using the five 
themes of geography: place, location, region, human – 
environment interaction, and movement.

Grade 11   

No outcomes have been created for this course, but all of the provincial 
and territorial maps would be useful in virtually every part of the course 

Grade 12  

3.2  explain patterns of population distributions and densities
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