
 

Glossary 

 

Airborne: transported in aircraft.   

 

Amphibious landing: a military action of coordinated land, sea, and air forces organized for an 

invasion. 

 

Artillery: large-caliber guns used in warfare on land; a military detachment or branch of the 

armed forces that uses such guns. 

 

Battle Honours: an award given to military units to commemorate their role in specific actions; 

the name of the battle is permanently emblazoned on its flags, "colours”, uniforms or other 

accessories where ornamentation is possible.   

 

Beachhead: a defended position on a beach taken from the enemy by landing forces, from 

which an attack can be launched.  

 

Casualty: a serviceman who is killed, wounded, captured in war.  

 

Climate: the long-term, average weather conditions of an area; includes temperature and 

precipitation.  

 

Commemoration: a ceremony or celebration in which an event is remembered.   

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission: an intergovernmental organization of six countries, 

including Canada, whose task is to mark, record and maintain the graves and places of 

commemoration of Commonwealth of Nations military service members who died in World 

War I and World War II. They tend to cemeteries and memorials at 23,000 locations, in 153 

countries.  

 

Convoy: a group of ships or vehicles traveling together, typically accompanied by armed troops, 

warships, or other vehicles for protection. 

 

D-Day: the day on which the Allied forces invaded France during World War II; June 6, 1944.  
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D-Day Dodger: a term used to describe those Allied servicemen who fought in Italy during 

World War II.  

 

Gerry/Jerry: British slang to describe a German soldier.  

  

Infantry: the branch of an army made up of units trained to fight on foot.  

 

Khaki Drill Uniform: British/Canadian military uniforms worn as a combat uniform in desert and 

tropical locations; used from 1900 to 1949.  

 

Memorial: something, such as a monument or ceremony, that serves as a reminder of an event 

in which many people died.  

 

Operation Husky: the Allied invasion of Sicily during World War II in which the Allies took Sicily 

from the Axis; July 9 – August 17, 1943.  

    

Operation Husky 2013: a Canadian, citizen-led 70th anniversary memorial campaign to raise 

awareness about the role of Canadians in the Battle of Sicily.  

 

Precipitation: rain, snow, sleet, or hail that falls to the ground.  

 

Regiment: a military unit that is usually made of several large groups of soldiers (called 

battalions).    

 

Remembrance: the action of remembering the dead, especially in a ceremony.  

 

Slit trench: a narrow trench for a soldier or a small group of soldiers and their equipment.  

 

Temperature: the degree of hotness or coldness of the environment. 

 

Tommy gun: an informal name for Thompson submachine gun. 

 


