
 

 

Activity 2: 

Operation Husky 

The D-Day Dodgers   

Background 

“The D-Day Dodgers” is a song inspired by a remark allegedly made by British MP Lady Astor, 

accusing the British Commonwealth/Canadian soldiers in Sicily of “dodging” the invasion of 

Normandy. The name ‘D-Day Dodger’ implied cowardice and avoidance of the 'real' war in 

France.  

 

The original version of the song was written by Scottish Highlander Captain Hamish Henderson 

and sung to the tune of the internationally popular German foxhole song “Lili Marlene.” The 

emotional and acerbic lyrics clearly illustrate the frustration of soldiers who had to do more 

with less while fighting for their lives in a distant and forgotten field.   

 
 
Learning objectives 

 

 Students will compare and contrast the amphibious landings in Sicily in 1943 to the  
1944 D-Day landings and explore why the Allied troops in Sicily/Italy were known as the 
“D-Day Dodgers.”  

 
 
Links to Canadian National Standards for Geography 

 

 Essential Element # 1: The World in Spatial Terms 

- Map, globe, and atlas use 

 Essential Element # 2: Places and Regions 

- Political and historical characteristics of regions 

- Factors that influence people’s perceptions  of places an regions  

 Essential Element # 6: The Uses of Geography 

- Effects of physical and human geographic factors on major historic events   

 Geographic Skill # 2:  Acquiring  geographic information  

- Use maps to collect and/or compile geographic information.  
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 Geographic Skill # 3: Organizing  geographic information  

- Select and design appropriate forms of maps to organize geographic 

information 

 Geographic Skill # 4: Analyzing geographic information  

- Interpret and synthesize information obtained from a variety of sources – 

texts 

 
 

Suggested grades 

 
7-12  
 
 
Vocabulary 

 
Dodger 
Operation Husky    
D-Day Dodger 
D-Day  
Amphibious landing 
Beachhead 
Airborne 
Convoy  
 
 
Materials 

 

 Timeline of Second World War 

 Maps of France and Italy (with Sicily): topographic, relief, climate, drainage (see map 
appendix) 

 Handout 1: The D-Day Dodgers 

 Handout 2: Italy/Sicily 
 
 
Introduction 

 
Provide an overview of the Second World War by accessing and distributing the attached 
timeline to your students and have them note important dates/events. Draw their attention to 
July 10, 1943 (Operation Husky) and June 6, 1944 (D-Day). Compare and contrast these two 
dates based on the five Ws (who, what, where, when and why). Ask you students to pay note to 
the terms: amphibious landing, beachhead, airborne and convoy.  
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Show your class several different maps of France and Italy (including Sicily) showing 
topography, climate, relief and drainage. In groups have the students describe the environment 
of the battlefield of each. Discuss further Operation Husky and the Allied invasion of Sicily.  
 

 

Development 

 

Explain to the class why the soldiers that fought in Sicily and Italy were called the “D-Day 
Dodgers.”  
 
Give a copy of Handout 1: The D-Day Dodgers to each student and read it aloud. 
 
Discuss how Italy is described in the first four verses and underline the adjectives. Re-read the 
last verse and ask how the tone of the song changes and which point of view is now presented. 
Have students underline the adjectives again that are used to describe Italy. 
 
Distribute the Handout 2: Italy/Sicily and have each student: 

 Mark the major battle sites of Operation Husky (Pachino, Ragusa, Grammichele, 
Valguarnera, Enna, Leonforte, Assoro, Agira and Messina) 

 Highlight the place names/battle sites noted in the song. 

 Trace a path from Sicily to Italy connecting the place names/battle sites.  
 
Based on the map and what they have learned about Operation Husky, ask your students to 
answer the following questions: 

1. In what ways was Operation Husky integral for launching the Italian Campaign of the 
Second World War?  

2. Is it incorrect to call the troops involved in Operation Husky/Sicilian Campaign  
“D-Day Dodgers?” Why or why not? 

 
 
Extend your geographic thinking 

 

Geographical value judgements – Many believed that the First Canadian Division who had been 

deployed to the Mediterranean during the Second World War had an easy task as compared to 

their comrades fighting in Europe and Asia. What do you think led to this misjudgment? 

Consider the geography and climate of each region and the overgeneralizations that may exist. 

How should have they been viewed?  

 

 

  

http://wp.me/P36jrO-31
http://wp.me/P36jrO-3e%22
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Handout 1: 

The D-Day Dodgers  

 
The D-Day Dodgers 

 
We are the D-Day Dodgers way out in Italy 

Always on the vino, always on the spree 
Eighth Army scroungers and their tanks 

We live in Rome among the Yanks 
We are the D-Day Dodgers in sunny Italy  

 
We landed at Salerno, a holiday with pay  

The Jerries brought the bands out to greet us on the way 
Showed us the sights and gave us tea 
We all had girls and the beer was free  

We are the D-Day Dodgers in sunny Italy  
 

Naples and Cassino were taken in our stride 
We didn't go to fight there, we just went for the ride  

Anzio and Sangros they're just names 
We only went to look for dames 

We are the D-Day Dodgers in sunny Italy  
 

Dear Lady Astor, you think you know a lot 
Standing on a platform and talking tommyrot 

You're England's sweetheart and her pride 
We think your mouth's too bloody wide 

That's from your D-Day Dodgers in sunny Italy  
 

Look around the mountains in the mud and rain 
You'll see the scattered crosses, there's some that have no name 

Heartbreak and toil and suffering gone  
The boys beneath them slumber on 

They are the D-Day Dodgers who'll stay in Italy 
They are the D-Day Dodgers who'll stay in Italy 
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Handout 2: 

Italy/Sicily  

 

 


