Learning objectives

« Students will learn how
Canadians’ attitude during
the First World War helped
prepare them to fight.

« Students will explore enlist-
ment patterns and connect
them to demographic trends
in Canada at the beginning of
the war.

Time required
50-60 minutes

Grades
7-12

Materials

« tiled map: A Nation Takes Shape

« enlistment posters to print or to
project on-screen (Appendix 2)

- enlistment figures by province
(Appendix 2)

- primary source breakdown
chart (Appendix 2)

- coloured tokens to show
enlistment figures on the map

« digital projector (optional)

- “Valcartier” in Canadian
Geographic, July/August 2014,
page 15 (optional)

- video, “Wanted! 500,000
Canadians for WW1”; McCord
Museum (optional)

Set-up

« Print out the tiled map and
adjust your classroom layout
to accommodate it. Photo-
copy propaganda posters, the
primary source breakdown
chart and the Valcartier article
on page 15 in Canadian
Geographic's July/August 2014
issue.

Prepare to display provincial
populations on the board or
on a digital screen.

...[continued

NMlobilization

Introduction

First ask students how they would react if they heard that Canada was at war and was going
to send thousands of troops overseas. Ask your students what influenced their reactions
and what role they think they would play. Discuss how Canadian populations would
change if thousands of people left to fight overseas and how they think Canadians would
be encouraged to participate in the war. Explain that posters were a main source of public
communication during the First World War. These posters were a form of propaganda
designed to show Canada’s strength and Germany’s weakness. They contained biased
information to promote a certain point of view.

Review primary and secondary sources with students, reminding them that primary sources
are contemporary documents from the time period that have not been altered, while
secondary sources are books and articles that usually contain some form of interpretation
or subjectivity. Hand out the primary source breakdown chart and, as a class, use it to

help analyze propaganda posters from the First World War. Either display the propaganda
posters one at a time using the projector or divide your students into small groups and
rotate the images between groups. Have students fill out the chart as they examine the
images. Discuss the effectiveness of these posters at the time and what feelings they evoke.
Have your students compare the posters with current media.

Development

Explain that more than 500,000 Canadians served in the First World War and show the
video, “Wanted! 500,000 Canadians for WW1” (mccord-museum.qc.ca/scripts/projects/CH/
animCH.php?tour]D=GE_P3_1_EN&Lang=1&type=quicktime).

Assemble the tiled map and ask your students to identify its key features, such as major
cities and the railway system. Highlight training camps and ask students what patterns exist
between the locations of the camps and the locations of Canada’s largest cities (training
camps are near large cities and coastal towns).

Project on a screen or write on the board each province’s approximate populations in 1914
and its enlistment numbers (provided). Divide students into groups, each representing a
province. Have each group use coloured tokens to depict the number of enlistments for
their province on the tiled map, with each token representing 10,000 people.

Once all groups have finished, discuss what the map now looks like, focusing on which
provinces have high enlistment numbers, which have low ones and what factors may have
influenced Canadians to enlist in 1914.

>

A NATION TAKES SHAPE: CANADA AND THE FIRST WORLD WAR | Teacher’s guide | Activity 2 | page 9


mccord-museum.qc.ca/scripts/projects/CH/animCH.php?tourID=GE_P3_1_EN&Lang=1&type=quicktime
mccord-museum.qc.ca/scripts/projects/CH/animCH.php?tourID=GE_P3_1_EN&Lang=1&type=quicktime
mccord-museum.qc.ca/scripts/projects/CH/animCH.php?tourID=GE_P3_1_EN&Lang=1&type=quicktime

Links to Canadian National
Standards for Geography

Essential element 2:
Places and regions

« physical and human character-

istics of places and regions
« changes in places and regions
over time

Essential element 4:

Human systems

« patterns and processes of
migration past and present

- population characteristics of
the provinces and Canada

Essential element 6:

The Uses of geography

« influences of physical and
human features on historical
events

« effects of physical and human
geographic factors on major
historic events

Conclusion

Have your students compare each province’s enlistment numbers to the locations
of training camps and explain if they see any patterns or trends.

Bring your class’s attention to Canadian Forces Base Valcartier on the tiled map and
distribute Canadian Geographic’s Valcartier article (page 15). Have students read the article
and discuss CFB Valcartier’s significance to Canada in 1914 and the purpose and location
of training camps in Canada.

E xtend your geographic thinking
Ask your students how they think Canadians would react today to the same type of

propaganda that was used to elicit support and enlistment during the First World War,
reflecting on whether our idea of war has changed.

Have students create their own propaganda poster. Divide students into groups and have
each group create a poster that targets a different audience (First Nation, immigrant,
urban businessperson, farmer, etc.).
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Appendix 2
Facts and figures
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Appendix 2
Student worksheet
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Appendix 2

Propaganda posters

Buy Your

YictoryBonds

Buy Your VicTorYy BonDs, FUND-RAISING PosTER, CWM 20010129-0729
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Appendix 2

Propaganda posters

“OH PLEASE DO! DADDY - BUY ME A VICTORY BOND [CANADA]” [BETWEEN 1914 AND 1918] (ARCHIVES OF ONTARIO, C 233-2-5-0-268, 10016167)
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Appendix 2

Propaganda posters

086

R, CWM 19720121-

PosTE

sold means a British article
BRITISH EMPIRE TINION : 346 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2
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Appendix 2

Propaganda posters

IF YOU CANNOT
JOIN HIM

IF You CAN'T JoIN HiM, You SHouLD HEeLP HER, FUND-RAISING PosTER, CWM 19890086-530
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Appendix 2

Propaganda posters
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429 Bleury Street
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Appendix 2

Propaganda posters

XMAS IN BELGIUM, 1914, GEORGE METCALF ARCHIVAL CoLLECTION, CWM 19960077-001
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